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ITEM 1:  MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Chair Paul Collett called the regular meeting of the Blue Ash Planning Commission to order at 

7:05 p.m. on Thursday, May 6, 2021. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Paul Collett, Tricia Downing, Steve Richter, and Stan Better 

(Alternate) 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: John Dillon and Mike Duncan 

 

ALSO PRESENT: City Manager David Waltz, Assistant City Manager Kelly 

Harrington, Community Development Director Dan Johnson 

 

ITEM 2:  OPENING CEREMONY 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

ITEM 3:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Commission members waived the reading of the minutes. 

 

DECISION: Steve Richter moved, Tricia Downing seconded, to approve the regular meeting 

minutes of April 1, 2021 as submitted.  A voice vote was taken.  All members 

present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

ITEM 4:  HEARINGS 

a.) 11500 Reed Hartman Highway – Reed Hartman Grooms Development LLC 

Planned Unit Development, Concept Plan 

 

Steve Dragon with Vandercar gave an overview of the proposed Concept Planned Unit 

Development and commented that light industrial was the main focus for this PUD.  

The site was formerly part of the P&G campus. 

 

Nome Newman with Scannell Properties presented the proposed development, stating it 

would be a demo of the existing structures and a full redevelopment of the site.  The 

proposed development includes four industrial buildings to help attract users and a new 

public road along the south side of the site that would connect Grooms Road and Reed 

Hartman Highway.  Areas adjacent to Reed Hartman are noted for potential uses that 

are either permitted in the Blue Ash North zoning district or in the list of additional 

land uses in the application, but no actual buildings are proposed as a part of this 

application. 

 

There was discussion about the land uses proposed for the site and whether the 

buildings would be supportive of the types of land uses that fit within the 

Comprehensive Plan.  The applicant noted that availability of financing for the project 

will depend in part on the ability to accommodate light manufacturing and warehouse 

type uses that would otherwise not be permitted within the BAN zoning district. 

 

Commissioners commented that the alternative uses proposed as a part of the PUD do 

not support the Land Use Plan goals and that the site would likely be underutilized as a 

result.  They noted that several of the additional proposed uses would be undesirable 

such as the hotel, apartments, and car wash because they do not support the plan goal of 

the area as an employment generator. 

 

Rob Smyjunas with Vandercar suggested that the application be modified to only 

eliminate those additional proposed uses that the Commission finds objectionable. 
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The Commissioners generally agreed that the proposed development was not a good fit 

for that area and that there were too many proposed elements that were inconsistent 

with the Blue Ash North zoning district and the existing Land Use Plan. 

 

DECISION: Steve Richter moved, Tricia Downing seconded, to recommend denial to 

Council as submitted.  A roll call vote was taken.  All members present 

voted aye.  Motion carried to deny recommendation. 

 

ITEM 5:  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

David Waltz gave overview of projects around the City. 

 

ITEM 6:  ADJOURNMENT 

DECISION: There being no further business to be discussed, Stan Better moved, Steve 

Richter seconded, to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting.  A voice vote 

was taken.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 

 

______________________________ 

      Paul Collett, Chair 

MINUTES RECORDED BY: 

________________________ 

Traci Smith 


